
We had a wonderful month of January 2018. We and the children are extremely happy to have completed 2017 
and entered into a NEW Year 2018. The Lord took care of us throughout the last year, and as we have entered 
into this year, the good Lord will take us through! The children were awake on 31st December night, singing and 
dancing and having fun, as they welcomed the New Year. 

Their school reopened after the Christmas holidays on 2nd January, and all of them were happy to go to school. It 
was the starting of their third term, with progressing in their studies and preparing for their final exams that will be 
held in April 2018. On 26th January was our country's Republic Day, and all the educational institutes are 
expected to hoist the Indian flag and sing the national anthem, and celebrate, so all our school children and 
orphanage children gathered in our School ground at 7.30 am, and the Indian flag was hoisted, and march past 
and drills were conducted. The children participated in the programs, a few children gave speeches, including 
Pavitra from our Orphanage. The program also included distribution of prizes for the students, who had won in 
sports, debates, drawing competitions. Many of our children also received Merit certificates and prizes on that 
day. 

The month of January was quite cold in the evenings, nights and early morning. The temperatures were 
sometimes 13 degrees in the nights. It was misty in the mornings. The days were quite warm. The children were 
kept warm with blankets and sweaters. 

Darshini is nine years old, and came to our Orphanage in June 2017. Her father used to abuse her mother and ill 
treat her, and finally deserted the family 9 years ago when Darshini was a new-born baby, and re-married another 
woman. Her mother lived with her baby in her grandmother's house in one of the slums in Dharavi. She struggled 
hard to feed the baby and send her to school, as she herself was not educated and unable to find a job. The 
family lived in poverty, until Darshini's mother finally found a helper's job, cleaning toilets in a hospital, earning a 
meagre salary to support herself. The child was neglected and was always found playing outside the house in 
dirty clothes. Someone told her about our Orphanage, and she came to us and we accepted the child into our 
orphanage. Darshini is a happy and cheerful girl, but quite sickly. She recently suffered with pain due to kidney 
stones, and after treatment she is better. She is learning to read and write English, and progress in her education. 

We are very grateful to Childcare for their continuous help and support for the children, through which the children 
are physically, emotionally, spiritually and intellectually cared for. It is a joy to see them happy and joyful, all 
because of the goodness and kindness of Childcare and the sponsors. God bless you all abundantly! 

With warm regards, 

 


